
AFR Cryptic (Saturday 20/2/2021) Solution 

 

Across Clue Explanation 

1 

METABOLISM 

Box, mostly fashioned in metal, is made initially for 

organic processes (10) 

(BO)x inside METAL + 

IS + (M)ade 

6 DAZE A long time reportedly to bowl over (4) Sounds like DAYS 

9 LINGO Language group entertained by liberal in 

Government (5) 

liberaL IN GOvernment 

10 OVERSIGHT Contents of novel title, including small mistake? (9) [n(OVE)l + RIGHT] 

outside S  

12 

TIMEKEEPER 

Watch me look around in bank (10) [ME + (PEEK reversed)] 

inside TIER 

13 RUM Large quantity of meat and drink (3) (RUM)p 

15 MONTHS Direction held by fliers for a long time (6) N(orth) inside MOTHS 

16 DOMINANT Word of warning about minister, a principal (8) DONT outside (MIN + A) 

18 RESEARCH Reset unfinished shoe part and do tests (8) RESE(t) + ARCH 

20 PHYSIO The conclusion of doctors, drawn from hypothesis, 

confused health professional (6) 

Anagram of 

HYPOTHESIS minus 

[THE + doctor(S)] 

23 BAT Bowled at opener, for instance (3) B + AT 

24 

TENDERFOOT 

Proposal backed extremely fine newcomer (10) TENDER + (TOO + F) 

reversed 

26 

BLUNDERED 

Gave out blood, admitting subordinate made a 

mistake (9) 

BLED outside UNDER 

27 UTTER Unqualified captain abandoning ship (5) CUTTER minus C 

28 EXAM Hacker backtracked before conclusion of system test 

(4) 

AXE reversed + syste(M) 

29 

FORESHADOW 

Signal experienced in reconditioned woofers (10) HAD inside anagram of 

WOOFERS 
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Down Clue Explanation 

1 MALI Upsurge of religion not supported by South African 

republic (4) 

ISLAM reversed 

minus S 

2 TENSION Strain twisted on-site van's right side (7) Anagram of ONSITE 

+ va(N) 

3 

BROKENHEARTED 

Miserable bartender, he messed up carrying in order 

(13) 

Anagram of 

BARTENDER HE 

outside OK  

4 LOOTED Agency set up by journalist is ransacked (6) TOOL reversed + ED 

5 SHEEPDOG Farm worker's record kept in shed with work written 

up (8) 

(EP inside SHED) + 

GO reversed 

7 ALGERIA Get old song about embracing large place in Africa (7) [AGE + (AIR 

reversed)] outside L 

8 ESTIMATION I'm entering office after magistrate's final judgement 

(10) 

(IM inside 

STATION) after 

magistrat(E) 

11 STRAIGHT 

FLUSH 

This graft repaired grand player's hand (8,5) Anagram of THIS 

GRAFT + LUSH 

14 IMPROBABLE One naughty baby making a brief appearance in role is 

unconvincing (10) 

IMP + (BAB)y 

inside ROLE 

17 SCENARIO Outline conditioned reactions with time running short 

(8) 

Anagram of 

REACTIONS minus 

T 

19 SATSUMA Settled problem with a citrus tree (7) SAT + SUM + A 

21 SPOTTED Saw last lot of seeds planted (7) seed(S) + POTTED 

22 PEDDLE Sell cycle by word of mouth (6) Sounds like PEDAL 

25 CREW Working party removed front off propeller (4) (s)CREW 

   

   

   

   

   

   

 

 


